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Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 12th of July 2016 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
Jean Chandler  (JC) : Co-opted member 

Margaret Lumb         (ML) : Bluntisham PC 

Colin Saunderson (CS) : Fenstanton PC 

Jeff Nicholls  (JN) : Earith PC 

Lesley Craig  (LC) : Houghton & Wyton PC 

  Rianna D’Souza (RD) : St. Ives TC representative 

Cathy Border  (CB) : Holywell-cum-Needingworth PC 

Andy Street  (AS) : Cambs Police 

Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

 

 

1. Welcomes & Apologies   
 

Apologies had been received from:  Andy Bush, Ros Townsend, Keith Sisman and  Noel Baker 

 
2. Minutes - To approve Minutes of  the meeting held on 10th  May 2016 

 
The Chair welcomed Rianna D’Souza who was attending on behalf of St. Ives Town Council.  
 

      The minutes of the meeting on May 10th were proposed by JC and seconded by JN. All were in favour. 
 

3. Matters arising from the Minutes 
 

Actions:  
 
Foreign Drivers: 
OM had looked into the issue of foreign drivers involved in road accidents but had not been able to find any 
statistics.  
AS said the problem is quite complicated and is not just a question of driver competence.  Other factors 
such as left-hand drive, different hours worked, different national rules etc all can play a part in accidents. 
 
St. Ives TC Representative: 
ML said that she had checked with St. Ives TC and no-one wanted to do it.   



RD said that was not quite correct. She had come along with a view to representing St. Ives on the RSC 
but wanted to see what we did.  
 
CCC HCV Covenant: 
ML had asked  Hanson if they had  done anything about this but the answer was negative.  
 
Camera Van Statistics: 
AS said he would not have any camera van statistics until later in the year. 
 
RSC Donations:    
CS  said that this would come before St. Ives TC for consideration in September. OM has written to 
Hemingford PC asking them for a donation. 
 
Potholes: 
CS said he was still pursuing the pothole issue. 
 

 
4. Correspondence 
 
Pidley-cum-Fenton PC:  Email notification had been received that Mr David Bird was appointed as their 
RSC representative for the village 

 
Wyton on the Hill (WoH) PC:  Email from Noel Baker about RSC attendance 
 
On Tuesday, 12 July 2016, 17:03, Noel Baker <noelbaker@live.co.uk> wrote: 
Please give my apologies for this evenings meeting.   After a recent meeting of ours it was questioned by 
the PC why I was acting for WoH.   I retired from the Council in May, but had reached agreement with the 
then Council that I would carry on, in their name, and represent them at the RSC.. (I also got agreement 
from the RSC for me to do this).  After I left the Chairman has changed twice and they are now very low on 
Councillors.   I have requested a definitive answer as to whether they are still happy for me to carry on as 
their rep on our Committee, but to date (after two PC meetings)I have not been informed either way.   
Having spoken to the new Chairman I did get the impression that no one else was interested in attending.   
As a result much to my misgivings I will not attend another RSC until I have the Councils support.   I have 
enjoyed my time on the Committee.   If the WoH Council will not back me I would not like to lose touch with 
what is going on, on the Road Safety front locally.   Will the Committee permit me to attend as a ‘civilian’, 
although I will have no clout with CC Highways or locally.   As you know I was a traffic sergeant with 
Hampshire Police for a number of years and as a result attended such meetings there.   I am also an 
Examiner for Advanced Driving with RoSPA Advanced Drivers and I am President of The Norfolk and 
Norwich Group of that association and produce their monthly newsletter.  
Sorry to let you down this evening. 
Regarding the question of street lighting on the bottom half of Sawtry Way.   The Council did debate this 
and felt that the cost would be too high for them to do anything.   Details were passed to Highways.   (Do 
not hold your breath)! 
 
Noel 

LC had spoken to the WoH chairman today. He’d like to come but it clashes with their PC meetings. NB is 
the best bet. 

ML said that this is a similar issue as Hemingford Grey . They can appoint a non-PC person to represent 
them. Someone who could report back to meetings.  

JC thought that NB was too experienced to lose as a member.  

CS proposed that NB should be co-opted on to the RSC.  LC seconded.  All were in favour.   



NB to be invited to attend future meetings and report to WoH PC 

 
5. Review of Active Items 
 
Item 38 Thorndown School Crossing 

Issue  

. This has become a problem due to the expansion of the school and the fact that more pupils 

now have to cross Hill Rise. St. Ives Town Council  have succeeded in a bid to improve the 

crossing on Hill Rise. The work was delayed until after school refurbishment which was 

completed at Easter. 

Meeting 

Comment 

CS: The new building has stalled because they can’t get proper access.  

 
 

6.  Review of Watching Items  
 

Item 4. Wheatsheef Junction:  
ML asked if  there was an accident there  last week.  
AS  said there had actually been 3 or 4 there in the last couple of months. 
ML thought that Steve Criswell and others are looking at a solution for the junction.  
 
CB asked what the RSC would like to see done here. 
ML said that a roundabout had been planned at one point but it was abandoned. 
CS added that the adjacent recycling company Envar had changed hands.  
 
Item 5. Earith Junction: No change. 
 
Item 6. Low Road: No change. Vindis are not moving from their site  either. 
 
Item 14. Lloyds Bank: CS said there had been some success here. The new manager puts out signs 
saying no Blue Badge holders. 
AS added that there had been complaints about loading bays. Many people don’t actually know what they 
are. 
 
Item 31. Hill Rise: CS planned to talk to the Head Master at the St Ivo school. The situation there is no 
worse but it could be when they build the new houses. LC said there were lots of objections on that, mainly 
by the people who live opposite the proposed site.  
 
Item 32. Market Street/Station Road:  There is nothing further to be done here and AS proposed this 
should come off the list.  
 
All agreed.  
 
Item 35. Marley Road: CS said that St. Ives TC are applying for another grant.  
 

 
7. Traffic and Speeding Reports 

 
Keith Sisman had reported that Upwood, Wistow and Bury now have Speedwatch kit and will be carrying 
out checks starting later this week. 
 
JN said that Earith also have a Speedwatch group which apparently has 11 new members.  New 
Speedwatch signs have gone up at entrances to the village. 
 



AS said there would no replacement for Brian Robbins who left last week.  There is a local co-ordinator and 
he will be meeting with him on Friday.  
 
OM thought that speeding had got much worse in Earith since Speedwatch stopped. 
CS added there were also problems in St. Ives.  
 
CB said there were problems with the double yellow lines in Church Road. Also, the 20 mph signs are not 
obvious and they are being ignored.  
AS said you need more than one 20 MPH sign. They would send more patrols down there. 
CS said that if there are no houses you can have a rumble strip.  
CB thought that speed bumps might be another option. 
 
AS added that Somersham are having some traffic calming on Chatteris Road. 
LC said that Houghton are having a chicane installed. 

 
 

8. RTA National Statistics 2015 
 

OM reported on the national Road Traffic Accident statistics for 2015 which have just been published. The 
figures suggest that casualty rates for killed and seriously injured have remained fairly static over the last 5 
year period.  The report does say that non-fatal accidents may be under-reported. If the police are not 
aware then the accident will not appear in the statistics. The number of traffic police has also decreased 
significantly over the past few years. A new reporting system called CRASH has been adopted by some 
police authorities which may improve accuracy. 
 
The Cambridgeshire statistics show the same general trend although fatalities increased between 2014 
and 2015. 

 

Cambridgeshire Road Safety Statistics 

 

2005 - 2015 

 

Local Authority Area 

 

            Year 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2103 2014 2015 

            

            Fatalities 56 54 62 47 19 34 26 27 28 26 30 

Serious 402 369 356 325 365 305 311 270 277 294 256 

            All 458 423 418 372 384 339 337 297 305 320 286 

 
AS thought that perhaps the casualty figures had reached a natural level and it would be very difficult to 
reduce them much further.  
OM said that spending on road safety had decreased considerably over the last 5 years and numbers 
may have fallen if funding levels had been maintained.  
 
 

9. HCV Report 
 
20 MPH Limits: 
 
The current CCC policy is to forbid 20 mph limits on the ‘strategic A & B road network’. This choice of 
wording is seen as ambiguous and Cllr Steve Criswell is seeking a review.   
 
AS said that  ACPO maintain that a 20mph limit should be self-enforcing.  
LC added that they were told they couldn’t have a 20mph limit. 



 
Area TRO (Traffic Restriction Order): 
 
The new plan is to impose a blanket TRO (for loading only) within the area encompassed by the CCC 
Strategic Freight Map. (A10, A141, A142, A14) 
CCC seem to be generally supportive but want to delay action until after the Ely bypass and A14 upgrade 
have been completed. The concern within the HCV group is that roads such as the A1123 and the B1050 
will be used as diversionary routes while construction is going ahead. 
 

 
10. RSC Membership 
 
ML reported that some villages have stopped coming to RSC meetings and we need more members. She 
has spoken to Hemingford and Oldhurst.  
AS said it would be nice to get more members, more watching items and some new ideas.  
JC said that  CCC are not keen on us and once we lose the membership our credibility wanes. After the 
AGM we should send the minutes to all the PCs on the membership list. We should point out that you don’t 
have to be an elected PC member to attend. 
 
LC thought that unless we get together we don’t know we all have the same problems.  
AS agreed that we need to sell it on the basis of what we do for them.  PCs tend to live in their own 
bubbles but they all have the same problems. 

 
 

11. Reports from members 
 
JN, Earith:  
Speedwatch has restarted and the signs are back up.  The priority change in Meadow Lane has also 
improved the speeding problem there. 
 
AS, Cambs Police:  
Read out an email  received from Derek Crosby about a proposal to have a 30mph limit on the A1123 at 
Bluntisham which is currently 40mph. (This was read out). There is no basis for a reduction here. There is 
also no accident history.   
The speed enforcement campaign came to a halt in June due to holidays. The replacement special has not 
yet been trained to use the speed gun.  
 
ML, Bluntisham:  
The cycle path has not been completed because the lawyers are still in discussion. Steve Criswell  has 
more money available but they need to put a bridge over a culvert which is delaying things.  
 
CS, Fenstanton:  
The lorry parking problem in Fenstanton is far worse with double parking now taking place. But the number 
of beer cans lying around is another concern. At least one driver a week is probably unfit to drive. 
Someone needs to be breathalyzed.  
 
LC, Houghton & Wyton:  
Finally getting a bus stop where the layby is. Also they are trying to persuade Mick George to buy some 
traffic lights. He’s very generous. The paper work for the cycle route down the Thicket is with the Secretary 
of State. 
 
RD, St. Ives:  
Just here to observe how you the RSC works. It would be useful to see a copy of the RSC Constitution. 
Action:  OM to email RD a copy of the constitution. 
 



CB, Holywell-cum-Needingworth:  
Had got caught up in a traffic jam in Bridge Street where there was a complete snarl up.  
AS said they were trying to find an answer. It should perhaps be a pedestrianized zone. 
CB asked if loading bays were just for deliveries.   
AS replied that you can use them for pre-purchased items but not to just go shopping.  
CB said that it is difficult dropping things off at Oxfam.  
 
ML wondered if perhaps the RSC should issue a publicity statement regarding loading bays.  
AS thought that might be helpful. People are also confused by advice on the bridge and can’t turn round. 
 
Action: Send details to OM for publication in Huntingdon Post. 
 
JC: Co-opted member: 
The number of cars double parking on Broadway is a real problem.  One vehicle is parked deliberately for 
advertising with flashing lights. The Victoria Memorial is also used for parking.   
(AS said he would look into that. Parking on the mini-roundabout is a real bugbear. It is illegal. He had put 
something on the internet and had some stroppy answers. Can’t believe people think it’s ok. The Oliver 
Cromwell statue is the same. There was some publicity on this but it makes no difference. People feel they 
have a right to do it and have got away with it for too long. Night-time is generally not a problem but during 
the day it is).  

 
JC reported that there had been two guided bus accidents. She had also received a letter about a Whippet 
bus speeding.  The guided bus goes very fast which is a worry. 
(AS wondered whether speed limits on the guided busway were enforceable.  Is it a road? He had also 
seen one bus driver jump a red light.)   
 
 

12. Items for Further Consideration 
 
AGM: The next RSC meeting in September is the Annual General Meeting at which there will be elections 
for the positions of Chair and Vice-Chair.   
 
RSC Area: 
RD asked what area was covered by the RSC. 
OM said it was the old Rural District Council area which covers St. Ives, Ramsey and surrounding villages. 

 
 

13. Next 3 RSC Meeting Dates 
 

Tuesday September 13th 

Tuesday November 8th 

Tuesday January 10th 
 


